
Courtroom Testimony Techniques - Success Instead of Survival 

Course Description 
This two day seminar is specifically designed to aid the student in 

understanding and accepting the anxiety of testifying, then taking that 

concern and channeling it in a positive direction to make them a better 

witness. Most law enforcement officers, investigators and forensic 

specialists receive little formal training on proper methods of providing 

testimony. That presents a significant problem because jury members may 

assume you are properly trained and that you testify on a regular basis. For 

most criminal justice witnesses, testifying in court is not a regular part of 

their schedule and this lack of experience leads to a natural feeling of 

anxiety when called upon to testify. You will learn that "Fear is Good" 

because when you are afraid you are also very alert to what is happening 

around you. Once you learn to utilize and channel this feeling you can make 

great strides in becoming the witness you want to be and the kind of witness 

that the jury expects. This seminar is designed to help you accomplish this 

goal. 

Target Audience 
Individuals that have a fear of public speaking (that's just about everyone); 

Individuals who have not had the opportunity to receive much formal 

courtroom testimony training; Individuals who are willing to work at 

identifying their strong points and best talents and build their testimony skills

upon those abilities; and Individuals who believe that they can succeed on 

the witness stand with the help from some training. 

Who will be attending this seminar with you? 

- Criminal Investigators

- DUI Enforcement Officers

- Narcotics Investigators

- Uniformed Street Officers

- Forensic Specialists

- Crime Scene Investigators

- Laboratory Experts

- Criminal Justice Trainers

Should be Able to Perform 
This seminar is specifically designed to aid the student in understanding 

and accepting natural fear and taking that concern and channeling it in a 

positive direction to make them a better witness. 

Class instructor: 

John Black 

Course Logistics 

When: 

September 9-10, 2025 

Class Times: 

08:00 AM - 05:00 PM 

Where: 

MSHP Training Academy 

1510 E. Elm Street 

Classroom B 

Jefferson City, MO 65102 

Tuition: 

$450.00 

This course approved for 

I.A.I. Certification & Re-certification

Local Contact 

Caroline Thompson 

Senior Program Specialist Supervisor 

Missouri State Highway Patrol 

573-526-6153 ex-2679
Caroline.Thompson@MSHP.DPS.MO.GOV
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Comments on Training Site:
Please park in front of the academy in a spot that is not a designated spot.  Please check in 
at the front desk of the academy when arriving.

https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/coucj-courtyard-jefferson-city/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/jefdtdt-doubletree-jefferson-city/?SEO_id=GMB-AMER-DT-JEFDTDT&y_source=1_MTM3MjYxNS03MTUtbG9jYXRpb24ud2Vic2l0ZQ%3D%3D



